MPJ Ethics Statements and Policies

Studies on humans and animals

If the research involves the use of human subjects, the author should ensure that the work
described has been carried out in accordance with The Code of Ethics of the World Medical
Association for experiments involving humans. The manuscript should be in line with the
Recommendations for the Conduct, Reporting, Editing and Publication of Scholarly Work in
Medical Journals and aim for the inclusion of representative human populations (sex, age and

ethnicity) as per those recommendations. The terms sex and gender should be used correctly.

Authors should include a statement in the manuscript that informed consent was obtained for
experimentation with human subjects. The privacy rights of human subjects must always be

observed.

All  animal experiments should comply with the ARRIVE guidelines
(https://arrivequidelines.org/), and the authors should clearly indicate in the manuscript that

such guidelines have been followed. The sex of animals must be indicated, and where

appropriate, the influence (or association) of sex on the results of the study.

Informed consent and patient details
All authors are required to follow the MPJ requirements on privacy and informed consent from
patients and study participants.

Studies on patients or volunteers require ethics committee approval and informed consent,
which should be documented in the paper. Appropriate consents, permissions and releases must
be obtained where an author wishes to include case details or other personal information or
images of patients and any other individuals in the publication. Written consents must be
retained by the author, but copies should not be provided to the journal. Only if specifically
requested by the journal in exceptional circumstances (for example, if a legal issue arises), the
author must provide copies of the consents or evidence that such consents have been obtained.
Unless the author has written permission from the patient (or, where applicable, the next of
kin), the personal details of any patient included in any part of the article and in any
supplementary materials (including all illustrations and videos) must be removed before

submission.


https://arriveguidelines.org/

Declaration of interest

Please include a disclosure statement using the subheading “Disclosure of interest.” All authors
must disclose any financial and personal relationships with other people or organizations that
could inappropriately influence (bias) their work. Examples of potential competing interests
include employment, consultancies, stock ownership, honoraria, paid expert testimony, patent
applications/registrations, and grants or other funding. If there are no interests to declare, then

please state this: 'Declarations of interest: none'.

Submission declaration and verification

Submission of an article implies that the work described has not been published previously,
that it is not under consideration for publication elsewhere, that its publication is approved by
all authors and tacitly or explicitly by the responsible authorities where the work was carried
out, and that, if accepted, it will not be published elsewhere in the same form, in English or in

any other language, including electronically without the written consent of the copyright holder.

If additional papers have or will be published with any overlap of the current dataset, it is the

authors’ responsibility to notify the editor at the time of submission.

Use of inclusive language

Inclusive language acknowledges diversity, conveys respect to all people, is sensitive to
differences, and promotes equal opportunities. Content should make no assumptions about the
beliefs or commitments of any reader; contain nothing which might imply that one individual
is superior to another on the grounds of age, gender, race, ethnicity, culture, sexual orientation,
disability or health condition; and use inclusive language throughout. Authors should ensure
that writing is free from bias, stereotypes, slang, reference to the dominant culture and/or
cultural assumptions. We advise to seek gender neutrality by using plural nouns (“clinicians,
patients/clients™) as default/wherever possible to avoid using "he, she,” or "he/she.” We
recommend avoiding the use of descriptors that refer to personal attributes such as age, gender,
race, ethnicity, culture, sexual orientation, disability or health condition unless they are relevant
and valid. These guidelines are meant as a point of reference to help identify appropriate

language but are by no means exhaustive or definitive.



Author contributions

An ‘"author' is generally considered to be someone who has made substantive intellectual
contributions to a published study. To qualify as an author, one should 1) have made substantial
contributions to conception and design, or acquisition of data, or analysis and interpretation of
data; 2) have been involved in drafting the manuscript or revising it critically for important
intellectual content; 3) have given final approval of the version to be published; and 4) agree
to be accountable for all aspects of the work in ensuring that questions related to the accuracy
or integrity of any part of the work are appropriately investigated and resolved. Each author
should have participated sufficiently in the work to take public responsibility for appropriate
portions of the content. Acquisition of funding, collection of data, or general supervision of the
research group alone does not justify authorship. MPJ assumes that all authors have read and
approved the final manuscript before submission. Each author’s contribution should be clearly

stated in a section before references.

Example of author credit statement:

A.B. conceived and planned the experiments. A.B., B.C., C.D. and D.E.carried out the
experiments. A.B., F.G. and E.F. planned and carried out the simulations. J.K., K.L., A.B.,
B.C.,D.E,, C.D., F.J.,, and F.G. contributed to sample preparation. A.B., B.C., C.D., D.E., FJ,
E.F., F.G. and G.H. contributed to the interpretation of the results. A.B. took the lead in writing
the manuscript. All authors provided critical feedback and helped shape the research, analysis

and manuscript.

Changes to authorship

Authors are expected to carefully consider the list and order of authors before submitting their
manuscript and provide the definitive list of authors at the time of the original submission. Any
addition, deletion or rearrangement of author names in the authorship list should be made only
before the manuscript has been accepted and only if approved by the journal Editor. To request
such a change, the Editor must receive the following from the corresponding author: (a) the
reason for the change in the author list and (b) written confirmation (e-mail, letter) from all
authors that they agree with the addition, removal or rearrangement. In the case of addition or

removal of authors, this includes confirmation from the author being added or removed.



Only in exceptional circumstances will the Editor consider the addition, deletion or
rearrangement of authors after the manuscript has been accepted. While the Editor considers
the request, publication of the manuscript will be suspended. If the manuscript has already been
published in an online issue, any requests approved by the Editor will result in a corrigendum.

Clinical Trials Registry

In order to be published in MPJ, all clinical trials are suggested to be registered in a public
repository at the beginning of the research process (prior to patient enrolment). Trial
registration numbers should be included in the abstract, with full details in the methods section.
The registry should be publicly accessible (at no charge), open to all prospective registrants,
and managed by a not-for-profit organization. For a list of registries that meet these

requirements, please visit the WHO International Clinical Trials Registry Platform (ICTRP).

The registration of all clinical trials facilitates sharing of information among clinicians,

researchers, and patients and enhances public confidence in research.

Copyright
During submission, authors are required to complete a ‘Journal Article Publishing Agreement'.

The details of the agreement are available in the Journal Article Publishing Agreement Form.

Role of the funding source

You are requested to identify who provided financial support for the conduct of the research
and/or preparation of the article and to briefly describe the role of the sponsor(s), if any, in
study design; in the collection, analysis and interpretation of data; in the writing of the report;
and in the decision to submit the article for publication. If the funding source(s) had no such
involvement, then this should be stated.

Data sharing statement

MPJ is committed to a more open research landscape, facilitating faster and more effective
research discovery by enabling reproducibility and verification of data, methodology and
reporting standards. We encourage authors of articles published in our journals to share their
research data including, but not limited to: raw data, processed data, software, algorithms,

protocols, methods, materials.


http://www.who.int/ictrp/en/

Below is a list of standard templates for the text that will appear in the "Data Availability
Statement” portion of your article.. These statements adhere to guidelines set forth to comply
with journals that have an "Expects Data" or "Mandates Data" policy.

Availability of data

Template for data availability statement

Data openly available in a
public repository that issues
datasets with DOls

The data that support the findings of this study are openly
available in [repository name e.g “figshare”] at
http://doi.org/[doi], reference number [reference
number].

Data openly available in a
public repository that does
not issue DOIs

The data that support the findings of this study are openly
available in [repository name] at [URL], reference
number [reference number].

Data derived from public
domain resources

The data that support the findings of this study are
available in [repository name] at [URL/DOI], reference
number [reference number]. These data were derived
from the following resources available in the public
domain: [list resources and URLS]

Embargo on data due to
commercial restrictions

The data that support the findings will be available in
[repository name] at [URL / DOI link] following an
embargo from the date of publication to allow for
commercialization of research findings.

Data available on request
due to privacy/ethical
restrictions

The data that support the findings of this study are
available on request from the corresponding author. The
data are not publicly available due to privacy or ethical
restrictions.

Data subject to third party
restrictions

The data that support the findings of this study are
available from [third party]. Restrictions apply to the
availability of these data, which were used under license
for this study. Data are available [from the authors / at
URL] with the permission of [third party].

Data available on request
from the authors

The data that support the findings of this study are
available from the corresponding author upon reasonable
request.




Data sharing not applicable —
no new data generated

Data sharing is not applicable to this article as no new
data were created or analyzed in this study.

Author elects to not share
data

Research data are not shared.

Data available in article
supplementary material

The data that supports the findings of this study are
available in the supplementary material of this article

Data sharing not applicable —
no new data generated, or
the article describes entirely
theoretical research

Data sharing not applicable to this article as no datasets
were generated or analysed during the current study

Review policy

All submissions to MPJ are first reviewed for completeness and only then sent to be assessed
by an Editor who will decide whether they are suitable for peer review. This usually involves

review by at least two independent, expert peer reviewers. The review process is about 1 month.

If the manuscript is accepted, the paper is sent to production. If the article is rejected or sent
back for either major or minor revision, the reviewers should expect to receive a new version,
unless they have opted out of further participation. However, where only minor changes were

requested, this follow-up review might be done by the handling editor. The Editor's decision

on the acceptance of the manuscript is final.




